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Program Note  
 
Flash Mob (2011) was commissioned by a grant from the Atlantic Coast Conference Band Directors Association  
(Boston College, Clemson University, Duke University, Florida State University, Georgia Tech, University of Maryland, 
University of Miami, University of North Carolina, North Carolina State University, University of Virginia, Virginia Tech,  
Wake Forest University). 
 
Flash Mob is inspired by the recent trend of large crowd performance art mobilized by social media.  In a typical flash mob, 
participants organized through email, Facebook, or Twitter unsuspectingly converge on a public area and breakout into an 
unusual or entertaining activity.  In 2006, nearly 4000 people silently danced in subway stations throughout London while 
wearing headphones connected to portable music devices.  The first “international flash mob” on record took place in 2008 as 
thousands of participants in over 25 cities took part in the world’s largest pillow fight.  The surreal experiences generated by 
flash mobs challenge the traditional boundaries between artist and audience and increase social media’s influence on art in the 
21st century.   
 
 
Instrumentation 
 
Piccolo  
2 Flutes  
2 Oboes 
2 Bassoons 
 
3 Bb Clarinets  
Bass Clarinet 
 
Bb Soprano Saxophone 
Eb Alto Saxophones  
Bb Tenor Saxophone 
Eb Baritone Saxophone 
 
4 F Horns 
3 Bb Trumpets  
2 Trombones  
Bass Trombone  
2 Euphoniums  
2 Tubas  
 
 
Timpani (5 drums)  
Percussion (4 Players) 

1. Marching Glockenspiel or Standard Chimes (Tubular Bells) 

2. Marching Xylophone or Standard Xylophone 

3. Marching Snare Drum or Standard Snare Drum 

4. Marching Bass Drum or Standard Bass Drum 
 
 

Transposed Score 
 
Duration: 7’30”  
 
 
Performance Note 
 
Flash Mob can be staged in a countless number of ways.  Conductors are encouraged to develop creative staging based on the 
possibilities offered by the performance space.  For example, the opening bassoon solo could begin behind the audience.  
While the bassoonist makes his or her way to the stage, the other winds could enter from different, seemingly haphazard 
directions.  The percussion setup is comprised of either marching instruments, standard instruments, or a combination of both.  
 
It is also possible to present Flash Mob as a standard concert piece without any additional staging.   
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